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# Ridlehoower's front porch on Sanibel island
& the charm of a traditional Southern hame,

The ultimate
place to
relax and
soclalize
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BY BARBARA BOXLEITHER Time out front rivals that spent else- PLANNING THE IDEAL PORCH
Special to The Nows-Press where, *I'd say we probably spend one to : L :
three hours a day out there” he said. W Anideal height 15 24 inches off ity s the finish does not peel off.
Aah . . . rocking chairs, lazy days and They have company, oo, Two groewn the sidewalk o place someone sit- W ot celing fams, preferably
stolen moments. daughters from Lee County and neighbors ting on the porch ot oye level with  one every 13 feet. Dark biades con-
Homeowners with front porches will  gather there, where a row of seven chairs a person slanding on the sidewall. coal dirl
tell you they have musch to appreciate. invites lonper stays. They have an idyllc B s e il enablest the hest W Especially i open pores, wse
When Jean and Curtis Hardin moved view of deer, rabbit and other wil dlife that apeid iberaction, the deanst henewe that can withstang the
from Tice to Hendry County eight years  dot the 5 ¥-acre landscape. ’ view arid the mast soding dements.
ag, their new home lacked a front posch, Without hesitation, Hardin said his fe— B Comfctable, attractive seating
Within a year, it had one. favorite part of being on the porch B 0 Seven foet of depth is optimum  promates longer Stays.
Curtis Hardin, ™, spent more than “watchmgtbca.nimils." for comiortabie manenaing -l cide bght frorm
three months buiMing a 60-foot porch that The front porch has long been a design AR e UM mthl pretinind
has a distinctively southern charm. The mainstay in the South, but it's becoming o peitern b;t";:lﬂmm bebind — ey ol thoss
length of their Fort Denaud home, the rall  more common in new construction. B:::::m L Yiting 0n e pow
porch is 6 feet deep for 20 feet from each  Adams Homes of Northwest Florida,
end and 3 feet deep for the center 20 feet.  which also builds in the area, has at least W A wood calling and floor are Sources: Rob Andrys, ownés and
He added at least 20 loads of dirt to coeate  five floor plans featuring a mil porch along msthetically pleasing, typically principal of Robest A, Andrys Archi-
a il fior the sidewalk to the porch one or both sides of the front door. making the porch appear longer ‘tacts lnc. in Ahva, and Jonathan
"It adds accent to our front porch”™ he aﬁldmhscmdhm Torupyal, president of lsland Styles

| said.
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W Buid it o endure 3o of hurnid-

Remiodeling, inc. on Satibel kled
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The porch is inchoded in some
of the most popular plans.

A front porch without the rail
is another option in newer
homes by builders.

Rob Andrys, owner and prin-
cipal of Robert &. Andrys Archi-
tects Inc. in Alva, wrote in an o
mail that the MNew Urbanism
architectural movement “pro-
motes community interaction
through proper design. One of
the more impomant components
within a residential nelghbor-
hood s to have a front porch and
a sidewalk lining the street so
that people are able fo socialize
with their neighbors”

Porches are quite popular in
homes on Sanibel and Captiva
Bbnds, according o Jonathan
Tongyal, president of Island
Styles Remoddeling Inc. on Sani-
bel. He said the milway compo-
nents have become so divers-
fled that there ase many types of
systems “that can give you a
chear view™
Mﬂn :ndll.'d'dlllkﬂehmwl‘s

completed in Febnuary,
was built with a porch becmase
she Hkes to be outside. Their
white abumimum rail porch ks ele-
vated [Tke the rest of the home
and across the Bving and dining
rooms in the front.

Lynn Ridlehooves, who is in
her 60s, enjoys watching the
wildlife from there, adding thar

she saw a bobeat walk down the
diriveway.

“1 had never seen a bobeat
until this * she zald, “and
theey'ne beautiful

Adthough rall and epen porch-
es are appealing, - screened
porches. still have their place.
Fort Myers resident Joan Carr, 75,
has a sereened front parch on a
Fort Myers: hoise she called
“older than me”

The porch on the 1920s home
has 3 wooden wble and four
chalrs. “1rs basically a place to sit
down and read. 1 cant do too
much of one thing at one time"
she said, noting relief from
outside chires.

Front porchis don't lave 1o be
elaborate 1o be functional Ridke-
hoover sought simplicity, so her
porch has twe fans on the sky
e cedling and four Adirondack
chairs.

“It is very comfortable” she
said.

The floor is gray plank with a
little space between boards.
“You get this fantastic cool alr™
she said. *¥ou cam feel the coal-
ness from the ground”

With its inland lecation and
shade from a massive tree, the
Hardin porch does ot have cedl-
ing fans. Still. time on the k-
ing chairs usually is accompa-
nied by cool broezes.

“It's refatively cooler here
even in the summer time," Car-
tis Hardin said. “Lots of nights
we'll beave the windows open.
With the air being cool at night,
it blowws through the house ™
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SPPCLAL TO THE NEWS-
THESE

B The Hutchoraft
family of Fart Myers
added this front
porch to thelr home,

SPRCIAL TO THE MEWS-funss
W Jean and Curtis Hardin of Hendry County added their §0-foot-long front porch and entertaln and relax there often.



